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@ two years building the vehicle up
from the bare chassis. Although the @
@ engine bay is surrounded by a steel
main frame, everything is mounted -
@ to the chassis or firewall. To gain
clearance at the front, Dan trimmed [ ]
@ the cooling fan’s plastic blades, and
remounted the radiator vertically.
This meant the engine bay could be
narrower and taper at the front to
suit the styling of the Warthog.
Even though the Warthog is
smaller than the ‘real’ thing, it’s
o still all in proportion. So the front
winch has been cut around the
radiator, to ensure that it’s still
fitted to the proportions of the
Warthog design.
The water reservoir was
- remounted, too, as this had lost its
normal mounts when the standard
bodywork was removed.
The bulkhead has been cut down @
@ and reduced in height by nearly
eight inches. The steering wheel
@ column was moved further into the
firewall, with new brackets and
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building it, I used road-legal lights
all round with this in mind. The
dash still houses the standard
speedo for the same reason.’
Although the wheels are covered
by the body, they are very exposed,
so they’d need separate covers for
an MoT and seatbelts would need
@ o be fitted. The windscreen isn’t
made out of safety glass, so that
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The only things the vehicle [ ]
@ doesn’t have are mirrors or
indicators, although these would be (]
@ fairly easy to fix. ‘Id use motor
cycle units, which are generallya g
() bit more stylish than car ones,’ says
Dan. ‘But, let’s face it, the tusks [
® " the front would have to go.
Looking at the vehicle, it’s ()
immediately obvious that much
bigger wheels could be fitted. But
Dan, says they spent as much as
could be allocated for the tyres, as
new rims were also needed.
‘We wanted balloon tyres — really
knobbly ones, which get more
- expensive as they get chunkier.
There’s ample turning clearance
@ now so, if the budget had allowed,
we could have gone bigger. I did -
@ try to flip the wheels [fit them
inside-out in order to increase the @
@ tracking and width of the vehicle],
but sadly the rims fouled the
@ brakes. That would have looked
brilliant if it had worked.’



Dan shows me how the bodywork
of the Warthog was constructed
around a steel subframe with a thin
ply skin riveted on. This was then
coated in a glassfibre gel-coat, as
well as glassfibre matting on the
inner areas. Panel details were
added with a small router, although
the vehicle’s military nature meant
that less work was required to give
it 2 smooth finish.

Kings Langley Land Rover did
its bit by shoehorning in a custom-
built battery tray under the bonnet,
as well as a lawnmower fuel tank.

It also lifted the suspension and
sorted out the brakes.

Even in the movie world it’s not
all plain sailing when working on a
Land Rover. ‘A greater budget on
the donor vehicle would have saved
a lot of time, as rusted bolts and
knackered radiators can be very
frustrating,’ explains Dan. ‘You
want to be spending your time
being creative, not patching holes
and heating up seized bolts.’

Dan admits that with so much
added weight from the steel frame,
the ride does suffer. Being open top
and looking like a beach buggy,
you’d expect it to be a bit lively,
but it’s quite the opposite. The
normally aspirated diesel doesn’t
have much grunt and steering is
virtually non-existent. .

Dan tells me that Land Rovers
are a popular choice to use as base .
vehicles for the movie business:
“The engines are pretty strong,
they’re easy to strip down and the .
mechanicals can be repaired with
ease. The older vehicles can be
driven in a very basic form, with no
complicated electrics to go wrong.
They’re perfect for turning into .
something special.

Dan’s proud of the machine he’s .
created and, despite it looking a
little crude up close, I'm amazed .
how convincing it is as a film prop.

Fans will love it. There’s so much ¢
passion being put into this project . , ]
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Suspension is Iift;d by four
inches with spacer blocks
under the springs

by cast and crew. So it’s fitting that
the centrepiece of the movie is one
that has a huge fan base of its own.
Log on to operationchastity.com
for updates
on the film’s
progress. It’s
due for release
by the end of
the year. 1RO
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